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From the Desk of the National President
Jo Ann Maitland, National President

 Welcome to the new year.  Let’s turn 
2022 into the year of giving.  Hopefully 
we can focus on serving others by do-
nating our time and/or fundraising en-
deavors to those that are less fortunate.  
Volunteering is the foundation of Amer-
ican Gold Star Mothers, Inc.  Grace and 
our founding Charter Members set this 
example which I can proudly say AGSM 
continues to fulfill today.
 We hope you enjoy the slight glimpse 

of our amazing journey to France.  When Gavin McIlvenna, the Pres-
ident of the Society of the Tomb of The Unknown Soldier, present-
ed their vision of what the Centennial of the Tomb of the Unknown 
would look like three years ago, I am sure they never imagined the 
scope of the impact that resulted.  The combined power of the Cen-
tennial contained in the remembrance of the Unknown Soldier from 
WWI with the Gold Star Mother Pilgrimage was beyond any of my 
preconceived notions.   The outpouring of love and appreciation 
given to all of us from the French people was a respectful thank you 
for the world’s freedom provided by the support of the allied forces. 
 The vision of the white headstones in each American Cemetery 
is a heartbreaking memorial for eternity. These pristine cemeter-
ies are tended to by the American Battle Monument Commission.  
The ABMC is responsible for the enduring care of all the American 
Military Dead buried overseas.  For more information, please go to  
www.abmc.gov, and for the Centennial,  www.tombguard.org/cen-
tennial.  I am extremely grateful for the opportunity to be a part of 
this journey where lifelong memories and friendships were formed. 
 This year’s Veterans Day celebrations began with the phenome-
nal Taps In Honored Glory event held at the old amphitheater at Ar-
lington National Cemetery. www.tapsbugler.com .  The setting was 
a beautiful sun-drenched day which ended with over 40 buglers 
playing Taps in unison.  It was moving to say the least.  
 Even though ANC was limited under COVID restrictions, the Tomb 
of the Unknown was opened to the public to participate in the lay-
ing of flowers for the Centennial Commemoration.  In recognition of 
the tradition of the 1921 Ceremony, when the Unknown Soldier was 
brought home, the Chief of the Crow Nation was first to honor our 
beloved unknown son in a beautiful, respectful ceremony.   We pre-
sented flowers at the TOU and also at the small plaque in the front 
of the Amphitheater at ANC that is dedicated to the Mother of the 
Unknown Soldier.   A couple of us volunteered, handing out flow-
ers to the public, while others got headquarters ready for the many 
friends that stopped by to visit.  Our Veterans, Pam Stemple (USN) 

and Annette Kirk (USA), laid the wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown 
for the Veterans Day Ceremonies, while Sarah Taylor did the same at 
the Vietnam Memorial.  It was a group effort to be sure!
 In the past few months, we have been blessed to work with the 
American Gold Star Manor with their housing insecurities grant 
awarded to Gold Star Mothers and Fathers.  Additionally, through 
an initiative from the American Gold Star Manor Board, we have es-
tablished a perpetual fund to award grants for American Gold Star 
Mothers, named “Giving Grace.”  This grant is to assist members of 
American Gold Star Mothers, Inc., that may need a helping hand.  
 Along with these wonderful opportunities, a few of our members 
participated in the first National Baby Shower in collaboration with 
the American Legion Auxiliary.  This baby shower was held for Ac-
tive-Duty Military members and hosted at Post/Unit 238 in Hughes, 
MD. We worked together with American Legion Auxiliary National 
President Kathy Daudistel and Tyra Nelson, the Site Director for the 
DC office of the American Legion and the Auxiliary.  We are Sisters 
on like missions.  
 We will always recognize the selfless giving that the many mem-
bers of American Gold Star Mothers accomplishes.  Whether volun-
teering in the military community, with other Gold Star Mothers and 
their families, or for those less fortunate in our communities, it is a 
win/win situation.  I am proud and grateful to know those of you 
that choose the path of service before yourself.  
 It is my wish that you have a grateful Holiday, and a wonderful 
New Year as we cherish the memories of our Heroes always and 
forever.
    Familia Sumas,
    Jo  

 Information for the newsletter can be emailed to 
Lee-Ann Forsythe, Director of Publications at: publications@americangoldstarmothers.org   

OR regular mail to: 2606 NW 22nd Terrace, Cape Coral, FL 33993
To ensure your information is included 

please send all information in Word format and pictures as JPEG. 

AT TENTION ALL MEMBERS!
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 If my eyes could still see every-
thing my heart still feels.  
In February 2021, the National Ex-
ecutive Board of AGSM, Inc., was 
given a very special invitation to 
participate in the Centennial com-
memoration of the selection of the 
Unknown Soldier by recreating a 
Pilgrimage to France.  Little did I 
know this would be the trip of a life-

time and the best $3,000 I ever spent.  
 As we arrived in France on October 18 and walked the streets 
of Paris, the thing that struck me most was that, many years ago,  
other Gold Star Moth-
ers had done the 
same thing.  As we 
made the trip from 
Paris to Normandy 
and back with former 
and current Tomb 
Sentinels, I will never 
forget the honor given 
for those that fell on 
every stop we made.  
Still today, the French 
know what sacrifice 
means from 100 years 
ago.

 The opportunity to see the battlefields where the WW1 Heroes 
had died and to walk among the headstones at the American  
Cemeteries is inexplicable.  Knowing we were walking the same 
paths mothers before us walked and placing wreaths to honor 
those Heroes who died is an experience that defies words.    
 This once-in-a-lifetime trip to commemorate the selection of the 
Unknown Soldier culminated on November 11th as I was honored to 
place the wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier at Arlington 
National Cemetery on behalf of AGSM, Inc.  As I stood there, I had a 
sense of familiarity with all the unknowns, not their names or their 
faces, but their beings.  They are all someone’s child.  
 To participate in this Pilgrimage and honor the Unknown Soldiers 
from WW1, WW2, and Korea will forever be a very personal thing in 

my life.  I will always 
remember that I 
was honored to  
retrace the foot-
steps of those  
Mothers from WW1 
and to say those 
Heroes’ names once  
again.  
NEVER  
FORGET

WWI Pilgrimage Memories
By Elaine Brattain, National Chaplain

 In 193I, Gold Star Mother, Mrs. 
Emma L. Tarr of Alhambra, Califor-
nia, joined a pilgrimage to France 
to visit the area where her son fell in 
combat. I read her memoirs of the 
journey as I made my own trek at 
the invitation of the Society of the 
Honor Guard, Tomb of the Unknown  
Soldier (TOUS). With three genera-
tions between us, it was surreal to  
follow in her footsteps and experi-
ence the timelessness of loss.
 At the Meuse-Argonne Ceme-
tery, the three WWI unknowns not 
selected for return to Arlington 
were interred in Plot G, Row 1, Grave  

Numbers 1, 2, and 3. At a ceremony honoring these three orga-
nized by the TOUS, I stood at Grave Number 1, received the folded  
pilgrimage flag from former TOUS guard Ruth Robinson, touched 
the flag to the headstone of a mother’s son and then passed it on 
for honors to the following two unknowns. I said a silent prayer for 
this mother and thanked God that I could stand here for her. I was  

saddened to think they almost made it home … almost. The symbolic  
final selection would return one mother’s son home for all mothers. 
 Although Normandy was not part of the WWI events, the area 
was included on our tour. It was Utah Beach that gripped my spirit 
most as I was haunted by the sights and sounds of war. Looking out 
across the coastal expanse, the sand appeared to carry the scars 
of war. The ebb and flow of surf struggling to heal the holes and  
furrows, remnants from D-Day that refused to be erased by time. 
It was as if the very ground demanded that we never forget what  
happened to those young 
men … America’s sons. I hung 
back a bit behind the group 
as I could not shake the  
feelings. 
 I will never forget the  
tangible evidence of courage 
and loss as I walked in the 
“Gardens of Stone.” Thank 
you, Emma, and thank you 
to all mothers for the sacrifice 
you made. Never Forget. 

WWI Tomb of the Unknown Soldier Centennial, France
By Pam Stemple, National 2nd Vice President
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 The National Executive Board is excited to announce the forma-
tion of a new perpetual grant program entitled “Giving Grace.”  As 
we focus on our Pillars of Service and as detailed in the Objects of 
our Constitution, “Giving Grace” will provide “needful assistance to … 
mothers when possible.”   This grant has been initially funded by the 
generosity of individual members of the American Gold Star Manor 
Board.  As we grow and develop AGSM grant programs, we antici-
pate future directed donations to “Giving Grace.” 
 Eligibility for the initial round of grants is limited to members of 
AGSM in good standing.  Qualifying events eligible for grant applica-
tion include utility expenses (heating, electricity, water, etc.), housing 
(mortgage/rent), emergency housing repairs, food, medical/health 
care needs, and transportation issues (car repairs).  Additionally, 
funds have been set aside for members who, due to circumstances, 
need assistance with payment of their 2022 National dues.  
 The application period for the grant is January 1-31, 2022.  The on-
line portal for submission of an application can be found at https://
form.jotform.com/213344280862050.  All applications must be 
submitted by January 31, 2022, to be considered.  It is preferred that 
applications be submitted through the online portal.  In the event 
a paper application is being submitted, the submission MUST be 
postmarked by January 31, 2022.  It is important to note that delays 
currently being experienced by the USPS may affect the timeliness of 
any decisions on mailed applications. 
 When submitting an application, please closely follow the  
directions for required attachments.  Incomplete applications will 
delay the timeliness of award determinations.  If you have questions  
or experience difficulty when submitting an application, or to  
request a paper application, please contact Patti Elliott, National 
Secretary and Giving Grace Grant Chair, at secretary@american 
goldstarmothers.org. 

Giving Grace – A Pillar of Service
By Patti Elliott – National Secretary
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 The forest smell in Belleau Wood, the blanket of morning fog 
over farm fields just north of Paris, a beautiful sunrise over Omaha 
beach… pristine, manicured, bucolic loveliness.  These images play 
through my memory, and I am back in France.  The crusty bread 
with rich butter, flaky pastry, champagne, cheese; all treats mas-
tered by a centuries-old love affair between the French and cuisine. 
This is the France that I know.
 And yet, as I soaked all this in, my mind kept going back to the 
moment when all this beauty was transformed into a wasteland 
when whole fields were moved one shovelful at a time to build 
trenches. With trees burning, artillery exploding, smoke and death 
surrounding them all as they were struggling to hold or take a new 
plot of land, they grasped for anything, just anything, to break the 
stalemate that had become The Great War. 
 That “anything” was the American Expeditionary Force. The 
Yanks arrived, but their France wasn’t my France. What must it have 
seemed to these young men, almost all coming to Europe for their 
first time? 

 Being the mother of a soldier 
who went to war, I can imagine 
raucous conversations aboard 
ship about French girls and French 
wine, along with more hushed 
and serious conversations about 
the enemy and what war must 
be like. They arrived to find a war-
torn world, one already weary 
from years of fighting.  No, not my 
France at all.
 I found myself thinking of the 
Marines at Belleau Wood, the Ar-
my’s 82nd Division at Meuse-Ar-

gonne, and the American aviators flying with the British Air Corps 
over Somme.  I thought of, almost felt, them as individuals, not a 
collective whole. They had names… and mothers: John Wichersh-
am, Ferman Flegal, and George Seibold. There is something sacred 

about ground that has been 
hard-won and defended in 
blood. The hallowedness is pal-
pable. And, yet, there is peace - 
quiet peace. 
 At the American cemeter-
ies adjacent to the battlefields, 
manicured trees line the path-
ways. White crosses of Carrara 
marble mark the resting places 
of the fallen. The chapels are 
decorated with unit patches 
of newly formed divisions, now 
storied, and proudly worn by 
modern troops. Always there is 
a striking image of St. Michael the Archangel, patron saint of those 
who fight for us. On the grounds, among the stones, there are stat-
ues, American fighting men with inscriptions of thanks from the peo-
ple of France. And there is peace - quiet peace.
 As I walked, I thought of the moms who came on the Gold Star 
Pilgrimages. Did they find France beautiful?  When they came, did 
they feel the peace? Were they struck by the quiet beauty, the rev-
erence, the gratitude? Was their grief new again, and raw, as they 
stood for the first time in front of a stone and saw their son’s name 
etched upon it? Did they find some closure?  
 Amid all the questions in my heart, there was one gut-wrenching 
reality, that somewhere in the hell that is war, hundreds of fighting 
men were forever separated from their name. “Here Rests in Hon-
ored Glory an American Soldier Known but to God.” What about the 
closure for those moms? Which grave did they choose as “theirs?” 
What about the warriors who rest in the unknown graves? What he-
roic feats will never be known, what medals never awarded?
 At the heart of this pilgrimage, I found the answers to those ques-
tions. We followed the journey of the World War I Unknown Soldier from 
the battlefields to Le Havre. With gratitude, reverence, great ceremony,  
and an outpouring of French citizens, we remembered him and all 
of the others. He was an American Soldier and that was enough. 
He was awarded the highest honors from all the allied nations.  
He was interred in the Tomb at Arlington National Cemetery where 
the Sentinels have kept perpetual watch. He was not forgotten. All 
the mothers who had grieved at a marble cross inscribed “Known 
but to God” knew that. We remember him still. A hundred years on, 
he is not forgotten.

 Af ter  returning 
home, I visited The 
Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier. On the breeze 
that blew, I felt, almost 
heard, “He is not for-
gotten” as the shoe 
taps of the guard 
paced twenty-one 
purposeful steps.

Known But To God
By Cindy Kruger Chip, AGSM Past National President, Gold Star Mom of SGT Michael C. Hardegree

The statue inscription reads: “Blessed 
are they that have the home longing, 
for they shall go home”

PHOTOS CREDIT: 
CINDY KRUGER CHIP
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 I pray you are feeling more at peace 
since the last issue of The Gold Star 
Mother. As promised, let’s con-
tinue our conversation on the 
mind-body-spirit connection 
by looking at ways the mind 
can help us improve our overall 
well-being. 
 Meditation has been around for 
millennia. Some references reach back as 
far as 6th century BC China, while written records from 
India are dated near 1500 BC. Regardless of the exact origin, medi-
tation has influenced several cultures and religions, including Chris-
tianity, Judaism, Islam, and Buddhism, to name a few. Mindfulness 
and meditation are terms often echoed in current culture and con-
versations in many settings. No longer a philosophical topic or the 
practice of the Hippie culture (most of us remember that season!), 
meditation has become a wide practice and has even found its way 
into current therapy practices such as Mindfulness-Based Cognitive 
Therapy (MBCT) and has been a focus of Western research since the 
1970s. In early 2000, meditation was the emphasis of a clinical trial 
to explore the healing effects of mindfulness-based stress reduction 
programs for cancer patients. 
 The purpose of meditation is to produce a deep state of relax-
ation and a tranquil mind, thereby enhancing physical and emo-
tional well-being. The Mayo Clinic notes several benefits of medita-
tion, including a clear mind, new perspectives, increased awareness 
and focus, reduced negative emotions, and increased patience and 
creativity. Research indicates, but not conclusively, positive influenc-
es on medical conditions that are worsened by stress. 
 The word “meditation” is based in the Latin term meaning “to 
ponder.” What then to ponder is a typical question when one ven-
tures to dip that first toe into the world of meditation. 

 Philippians 4:8 states “Finally, broth-
ers, whatever is true, whatever is hon-

orable, whatever is just, whatever 
is pure, whatever is lovely, what-
ever is commendable, if there is 
any excellence, if there is anything 

worthy of praise, think about these 
things.”  And Psalms 119:15 states “I will 

meditate on your precepts and fix my 
eyes on your ways.”

 What you find pleasing is worth “pondering.” 
Thoughts on gratitude, grace, peace, patience, your hero’s smile, or 
imagining a heavenly reunion are a few ideas you might start with. 
Focusing on nature may be more conducive for your peace-seeking 
state.  The sound of waves, wind chimes, or watching firelight are 
often calming and soothing.
 The body also has a place in meditation by being mindful of the 
way your physical being is experiencing the meditative process. Do 
you notice a particular part of your body feeling tense? Draw your 
focus on the muscle group and release the negative energy. Is your 
breath shallow or too deep? Focus on your breath to find a com-
fortable steady pace. Notice the sensation of your heart inside your 
chest. Associate your heart rate with your breath.  Finding a quiet 
mind will flow into a calm body and peaceful spirit. 
 In the next issue of The Gold Star Mother, we will explore more 
deeply the role of the body and how to use our physiology to en-
hance overall well-being.  To read more, you might find the following 
of interest:
 Mead, Elaine (2021, May 18). The History and Origin of Meditation, 
Retrieved from https://positivepsychology.com/history-of-meditation/
https://www.mayoclinic.org/tests-procedures/meditation/in-depth/
meditation/art-20045858

The Wellness Corner
By Elaine Brattain, National Chaplain
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National Commemoration of the Centennial of the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier (1921-2021)
In October and November 2021, events were held in the United States and France to commemorate the Centennial of the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.  The National Executive Board and Past National Officers had the opportunity 
to represent the Gold Star Mothers and  Families who have gone before us and to pay our respects to their Fallen Heroes.  In the process, we had an amazing education, created memories, walked in the footprints of our founder, and 
made new friends.

Sunrise over Normandy American Cemetery, Colleville-sur-Mer France 
(PHOTO CREDIT: CINDY KRUGER CHIP)

Hôtel de Ville of Chalon-en-Champagne, 
France. National President Jo Ann Maitland, 
National 2nd Vice President Pam Stemple, 
National Chaplain Elaine Brattain, Past 
National President Cindy Kruger Chip 
(PHOTO CREDIT: CINDY KRUGER CHIP)

On 23 October 1921 four unknown candidates were transported by four 
separate teams from four different cemeteries to Châlons-sur-Marne (now 
called Châlons-en-Champagne). The transfers were carefully coordinated so 
no team would arrive at the same time, and no team would know where the 
other came from. 
(PHOTO CREDIT: SOCIETY OF THE HONOR GUARD TOMB OF THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER)

French and American reenactors in period 
uniforms recreate the Unknown Soldier 
Honor Guard at Hôtel de Ville of Chalon-en-
Champagne, France. 
(PHOTO CREDIT: CINDY KRUGER CHIP)

The white roses were provided by a 
descendant of the man who had provided 
them in 1921.  Hôtel de Ville of Chalon-en-
Champagne, France.  

(PHOTO CREDIT: CINDY KRUGER CHIP)

National President Jo Ann Maitland, National 1st Vice 
President Sarah Taylor, National 2nd Vice President 
Pam Stemple, National Chaplain Elaine Brattain, 
Past National President Cindy Kruger Chip touch the 
name of George Vaughn Seibold at Somme Ameri-
can Cemetery, Bony, France. 
(PHOTO CREDIT: CINDY KRUGER CHIP)

Unknown Service Members are honored and remembered in American 
Cemeteries throughout France.  (PHOTO CREDIT: CINDY KRUGER CHIP)

On 25 October 2021, a ceremony was held 
at Roger Meunier Pier in Le Havre, France, 
to unveil a plaque commemorating 100 
years since the Unknown Soldier departed 
France for his journey home aboard the USS 
Olympia. The plaque inscription reads: “To 
the memory of an unknown American 
Soldier who died for France parted from 
Havre aboard the USS Olympia on 25 
October 1921”. (PHOTO CREDIT: CINDY KRUGER CHIP)
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Theodore Roosevelt Jr, Medal of Honor 
Recipient, Normandy American 
Cemetery, Colleville-sur-Mer France 
(PHOTO CREDIT: CINDY KRUGER CHIP)

National President Jo Ann Maitland and
 National 1st Vice President Sarah Taylor 
placed flowers at the La tombe du soldat 
inconnu (Tomb of the Unknown Soldier) at 
the Arc de Triomphe, Paris, France. 
(PHOTO CREDIT: CINDY KRUGER CHIP)

Unknown Service Members are honored and remembered in American 
Cemeteries throughout France.  (PHOTO CREDIT: CINDY KRUGER CHIP)

Before boarding the USS Olympia in Le Havre France, the Crois de 
Chevalier de la Legion d’Honneur, France’s highest order of merit, was 
pinned to the American flag draped casket. At the conclusion of the 
rendering of  honors, the Unknown Soldier was transferred from US 
Army control to US Navy control for his journey home. 
(PHOTO CREDIT: SOCIETY OF THE HONOR GUARD TOMB OF THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER)

On 25 October 2021, a ceremony was held 
at Roger Meunier Pier in Le Havre, France, 
to unveil a plaque commemorating 100 
years since the Unknown Soldier departed 
France for his journey home aboard the USS 
Olympia. The plaque inscription reads: “To 
the memory of an unknown American 
Soldier who died for France parted from 
Havre aboard the USS Olympia on 25 
October 1921”. (PHOTO CREDIT: CINDY KRUGER CHIP)

While ceremonies were taking place at Le Havre, the USS 
Olympia, anchored in Philadelphia, PA, honored the Un-
known Soldier’s harrowing trip across the Atlantic.  National 
Service Officer Lee-Ann Forsythe and National Banner Guard 
Annette Cuzzupe-Kirk stand where the casket was tarped 
and lashed to the deck. The Marine Corps Honor Guard 
lashed themselves to the funnels during a hurricane; they 
refused to leave their post. (PHOTO CREDIT: LEE-ANN FORSYTHE)

This is the only known photograph 
of a Marine standing guard over the 
transport case with the casket of the 
Unknown Soldier lashed to the deck 
of the USS Olympia in 1921.   

(PHOTO CREDIT: NAVAL HISTORY AND HERITAGE 

COMMAND)

National President Jo Ann Maitland, National 1st Vice President Sarah Taylor, National 
2nd Vice President Pam Stemple, and National Banner Guard Annette Cuzzupe-Kirk 
lay white roses at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier at Arlington National Cemetery 
as part of the Centennial of the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.

Members of AGSM were 
presented with the flag 
flown over the Tomb of 
the Unknows at Arlinton 
National Cemetery on 
Memorial Day which then 
traveled to France to be 
raised and lowered over 
each American Cemetery 
they visited.
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 One day, out of the blue, it happens. An unexpected connec-
tion is made, and you just know who made it happen. On a lovely  
morning in October, I received an email inquiry from the family of 
a WWI Gold Star Mother.   This simple email started an amazing  
journey with Sam and Celia Pratt, Samuel Reeves Keesler Jr., and  
Lottie Parish Keesler, who the family called Mamadear.
 On 9 October 1918, a Hero was lost near Verdun, France, but his 
legacy would live on and his story would touch generations. Lt.  
Samuel Reeves Keesler Jr., son of Lottie and General Samuel R. Keesler 
Sr., served in the U.S. Army Air Service in WWI and was posthumously  
awarded the Silver Star for gallantry. On 25 August 1941, Army Air 
Corps Station #8, in Biloxi, MS, was rededicated Keesler Army Airfield, 
and on 13 January 1948, the airfield became Keesler Air Force Base. 
Fast-forward 73 years to that email and the experience of a lifetime. 
 Sam Pratt, Lottie’s grandson, is the keeper of the stories.  When I 
called him that October morning, he spoke of his family’s colorful 
and exciting history and told me about the family’s collection of  
mementoes.  I sat in stunned silence, often brought to tears, as Sam 
described each piece Mamadear had carefully preserved from her 
participation in the Pilgrimage visit to the American Cemetery at St. 
Mihiel, her son’s resting place. Each piece had special meaning, from 

the smallest piece of paper to the beautiful handmade Blue Star 
banner representing her sons Samuel and William and the banner 
bearing a Gold and Blue Star made after she lost Sam. 
 After the call, Sam shared photos of the collection, and I was  
mesmerized.  As I read the pages and scanned the face of this  
mother, who is just like me -- just like all of us, I realized the way your 
heart skips a beat at the sight of the Gold Star banner transcends 
time and place. Sam had no way to know that members of our  
National Executive Board were preparing for a trip to France where 
they would visit St. Mihiel. They would retrace Mamadear’s steps. 
Who whispered in his ear and told him to reach out?
 Sam and his beautiful wife Celia invited me to their home in  

Swannanoa, NC, to view their collection.  They welcomed us like old 
friends and shared story after story of their family. They pulled out 
photos of Mamadear and letters from beloved sons sent from a war 
zone. We read college graduation invitations sent while the gradu-
ates fought in France. We held Gold Star Banners handmade from 
bits of fabric and folded away for decades. I imagined the hands 
that held the loving letters, more than 100 years old, and prayed for 
the safe return of precious sons. I ached for the mother who stood 
next to a marble stone to have her photo taken on her final visit with 
her Hero. I understood this mother. 
 It was a gift to share this time with Mamadear, Sam and Celia.  As 
we got ready to end a beautiful and emotional day, Sam presented 
American Gold Star Mothers, Inc., with precious gifts from his family 
collection so we can continue to share the story of Mamadear and 
her Sam. We have made new friends, touched a bit of history, and 
we will have the opportunity to share these beautiful gifts with every-
one who visits National Headquarters.  Don’t worry Mamadear, Sam 
will live on as we continue to say his name.

They continue to connect us…
By Lee-Ann Forsythe, National Service Officer
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DEPARTMENT OF CONNECTICUT
WATERBURY CHAPTER
Gold Star Mothers Dorine Norko, 
Dawn Marti, Laura Prentice, Kim 
Read and Rhoni Miller, holding 
photos of their loved sons, held 
a large tag sale in their memory 
under sunny skies at the Quaker 
Hill Fire Company in Quaker Hill, 
CT on October 2nd.  The proceeds 
from the successful tag sale will be 
donated to the Hershel “Woody” 
Williams Medal of Honor Foundation for the erection of the state’s 
first Gold Star Families Memorial Monument in Veterans Memorial 
Park, Berlin, CT.

DEPARTMENT OF FLORIDA/PUERTO RICO
TAMPA CHAPTER
Maureen Miller, AGSM, Inc. Tampa Bay, mother of Medal of Honor  
US ARMY SSG Robert Miller, has been busy this past summer  

serving others. While she was in 
Guam babysitting her daugh-
ter’s children, she managed to 
also log some CS hours. In this 
photo, she is assisting with a 
USO food distribution at the 
Guam Naval Base. Maureen 
has also been a USO volun-

teer for 5 years now in addition to everything else she does.  Way to 
serve, Maureen!

TAMPA AND GULF COAST CHAPTERS 
On a warm, sunny, beautiful day in Florida, two local chapters 
of  AGSM, Inc., the Tampa Bay and the Gulf Coast Chapters, met  
together at a Tampa Mission BBQ restaurant in the spirit of the  
season.   Each Mom brought a tin of homemade or store-bought 
cookies and other goodies to fulfill a request from the Fisher House 
staff for the special families lodging at the house during this time 
of the year. Then several of 
the Moms hung a photo 
of their hero on the Wall of 
Heroes at the restaurant, 
which has such a wall at 
each and every one of its lo-
cations. However, the high-
light    was working togeth-
er to craft beautiful handmade fleece blankets as part of a service 
project for homeless veterans.  After all that work, the Moms enjoyed 
a hearty lunch as new holiday memories were made through ca-
maraderie between the two chapters. A BIG THANK YOU to Mission 
BBQ for hosting this enjoyable time. 

SOUTHWEST FLORIDA 
CHAPTER
The Southwest Florida  
Chapter had a very festive  
holiday season.  We 
partnered with Blue Star  

Mothers to create a Thanksgiving dinner  
with all the trimmings for Alpha and  
Bravo Veteran Transitional Houses in 
Collier County.  We also had our best 
year so far for Toys for Tots.  Between 
Chapter and Individual Member do-
nations we were able to purchase a 
carload of toys and deliver them to the 
Marine Corps Reserve Toys For Tots VIP 
breakfast at Mission BBQ Ft Myers.

DEPARTMENT OF  IOWA
Iowa Gold Star Mothers donated 
funds for purchasing the cookies 
and apple cider for the Fall Festival 
Party and volunteered at the party 
that was held on Friday, October 29, 
2021 at the Iowa Veterans Home in  
Marshalltown, Iowa.   Participating 
were AGSMS Dee Thompson and 
Mary Ellen Winston shown with Betsy 

Randall, Recreation Director at the Iowa Veterans Home in Malory Hall.

DEPARTMENT OF MARYLAND/DELAWARE
MARYLAND CHAPTER
Janice Chance, Chaplain Gold Star Mothers  
Maryland Chapter joined Travis Manion 
Foundation (TMF) leaders, TMF Spartan  
volunteers, and other community service  
organization volunteers which included  
young children and teens as the TMF 
launched their Caretaker Program. The pro-
gram’s goal is to beautify and care for Gold 
Star family memorial monuments. Also,  
volunteering were George Owings III, Secre-
tary of Maryland’s Veterans Affairs and Chad 
Graham, President & Chief Executive Officer 
of the Woody Williams Foundation. Chad is the grandson of Mr. Her-
shel “Woody” Williams.

DEPARTMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS
Robin Abbott, President of the Department of Massachusetts/Rhode 

Island American Gold Star Moth-
ers spoke of her son, SPC Jason J. 
Welch and the battle he lost to 
PTSD/TBI at the dedication of the 
“Hidden Wounds Memorial Bride” 
in Harwich, MA.

CHAPTER  NEWS
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Massachusetts American Gold 
Star Mothers, Irene Finneral, 
Irene Richards, Doris Syrakos, 
Joan Seymour, Robin Abbott, 
and Darlene Roberge, attend-
ed the annual Veterans’ Day 
celebration hosted by Robert 
Kraft at Gillette Stadium.

DEPARTMENT OF NEBRASKA 
NEBRASKA GSM CHAPTER

Quilts of Valor presen-
tation at Nebraska 
National Guard Camp 
Ashland. GSM Barb  
Yllescas, SOS Support 
Coordinator Raechell 
Eddy-Jimmerson, MSG 
Chad Cuillard, GSM Sally  
Allen, GSM Deb Herold 

DEPARTMENT OF NEW MEXICO
ALBUQUERQUE CHAPTER 
September 14 was Military Day at the State Fair of New Mexico, in 
Albuquerque. Veterans are given free admission to the State Fair 
for the day and a Commemoration ceremony is always held in 
the morning. The National Guard Band played before the opening  
ceremony, which got everyone in a positive mood and ready to 
hear from GEN Kenneth Nava, MG of the New Mexico National 
Guard. The New Mexico  
Gold Star Mothers are  
always asked to read 
the names of the New 
Mexico Fallen at the  
closing of the ceremony. 
Due respect is always given  
as the first name is 
read and the audience  
all stands without being requested to do so. Pictured is  
Jeanette Yazzie, Fruitland, NM reading the first section of 
94 names. Seen in the background are the other three GS 
Moms who read. They are Chapter President Pat Merville,  
Edgewood, NM, PNP and Chapter Secretary Becky Christmas,  
Wagon Mound, NM and Annette Arellano, Bosque Farms, NM. 

DEPARTMENT OF NORTH CAROLINA
AZALEA CHAPTER
The Azalea Chapter AGSM in 
Wilmington NC supporting the 
Vietnam Veterans of America 
chapter 885 Wilmington golf 
tournament. We sponsored 
lunch. Vivian Scharver and  
Norma Luther attended. 

NC Azalea chapter attended a service at the GSM Family monument 
on Veteran’s Day. Iris Winters, President, Vivian Scharver, Treasurer, 
PNO and Norma Luther, PNP. We also attended a service at the WWll 
monument in nearby area. Vivian attended and spoke at a special 

service, earlier in the day at the new  
Veterans memorial at Beau Rivage 
golf course, where a special golf tour-
nament was being held for 100 golfers 

to benefit the new  
memorial. Iris Winters, 
President and mother 
of  Lt jg Bruce E.  
Winters USN, 9/4/1993  
and our new Gold Star mother, Chrystal Vereen, 
mother of Spc Antonio Moore, Syria 1/24/2020, 
were in the Southeastern NC Veterans’ parade.

DEPARTMENT OF 
TENNESSEE
VOLUNTEER CHAPTER 
The Volunteer Chapter attended 
the Historical Ramsey House for 
Gold Star Mother and Families 
Day and attended the Dedica-
tion of the new Solway Veterans 
Memorial.

DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS/
OKLAHOMA
ALAMO AREA CHAPTER
Alamo Area American Gold Star  
Mothers who provided treats for Veterans  
at a local Veteran’s Day event. 

DEPARTMENT OF VIRGINIA
HAMPTON ROADS CHAPTER
On May 15th, the Hampton Roads Chapter  
held their annual Memorial Poker Run,   
providing information  
and patriotism while  
ra i s i n g  j u s t  ove r 
$1,500 in donations.

DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON/OREGON/ALASKA
WA State American Gold Star  
Mothers did a presentation to 
American Legion Post 225 about 
our community mission and  
collected $400.00 in donations 
for the Gold Star Family Memorial 
Monument. 

L to R: Monica McNeal, Jane Hughes, Linda Swanberg

WASHINGTON STATE CHAPTER
To celebrate D-Day the WA 
State AGSM presented 3 Honor  
Quilts to WWII Veterans after 
they shared their story.   Linda 
Swanberg, AGSM presented 
the quilts to each Veteran.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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Judith Copper, Member 
 FL-PR Dept., Southwest FL Chapter

Khadidja Camara-Keita, Member
 MD-DE  Dept., Maryland Chapter
Christina Duncan, Member
 CA_S-HI Dept., Inland Empire Chapter
Stacie Beals, Member 
 NJ Dept., Camden Chapter
Mary K. Withrow, Member
 VA Dept., Richmond Chapter
Karen Gake, Member
 CA_N Dept., Capital Region Chapter
Jan Eastman, Member
 ID Dept., Star Garnet Chapter
Gloria Caldas, Member 
 NC Dept., Gardenia Chapter
Michael Wiesepape, Associate  
 TX-OK Dept., Houston Chapter

“No one wants to become eligible to join our organization. 
However, we find strength in the fellowship of other Gold Star Mothers 

who strive to keep the memory of their sons and daughters 
alive by working to help the veterans.  We look forward to  

meeting all the new members listed below. Getting to know you better 
and helping you in any way possible is our goal.”   

— National Executive Board, Familia Sumus

Welcome to our
NEWEST MEMBERS

DEPARTMENT OF MISSOURI 
ST. LOUIS CHAPTER
Treasurer Cathy Roche and President 
Jeanine Rainey volunteered at the Fish-
er House Golf Tournament in St. Louis 
on June 9, 2021. 

Member Sandra Deraps was in-
strumental in having a Gold Star 
Family Memorial Monument built 
on the grounds of the MO State 
Capital in Jefferson City. She was 
the guest speaker at the dedi-
cation on 8-7-21. Several AGSM 
members attended the event in-
cluding Anginette Morgan,  Deb-
bie  Skouby and Jeanine Rainey.  
 
April Johnson, Jeanine Rainey, Lisa McGregor, and Cathy Roche (not 
pictured) volunteered at the Flags of Valor display at Forest Park in 
St. Louis. Local volunteers placed 7,582 full sized flags on Art Hill to 

honor the service men 
and women who fought 
and died in the War on 
Terror since 9-11. The dis-
play was open to the 
public from 9-4-21 until 
9-12-21 to commemorate 
the 20th anniversary of 
the 9-11 attacks and to 

honor our fallen Heroes and the families they left behind. The flags 
included dog tags and a photo of each service member who was 
honored. The flags will now be mailed to family members at no cost. 
Contact: Flagsofvalorstl.com to request a family member’s flag or 
for more information. 

DEPARTMENT OF WEST 
VIRGINIA 
State President Terry Cunning-
ham accepting donation from 
Paralyzed Veterans of West Vir-
ginia.  The WV Dept works with 
this group providing food at 
various events.

On Saturday, October 23, 2021, 
the West Virginia Gold Star Moth-
ers hosted its 5th “Run to Salute” 
honoring our sons and daughters 
who died in military service.

CHAPTER NEWS
CONTINUED FROM  PAGE 13

DEPARTMENT OF ARIZONA
WEST PHOENIX CHAPTER
The West Phoenix  
Chapter met with  
the Tucson Chapter  
at SAVAHCS Fisher  
House to provide  
Pantry Items for 
the House. The 
W e s t  P h o e n i x 
C h a p t e r  w a s 
awarded a Chap-
ter Grant and 
provided $200 
worth of Cold 
food items for the 
house along with 
non-per ishable 
items that our 
Chapter Members  
collected. We were given a tour of the facility which included the  
History behind the Fisher House. What a blessing it was to have 
spent this day with fellow Gold Star Mothers providing for our  
Veterans and their Families.



We Hold in Loving Memory
These members have, on the wings of eagles, soared beyond the rainbow,  

and are reunited with those who have gone before...

Name  Date of Death Chapter Department

Tina Roman-Cotton 9/17/2020 Paterson New Jersey

Glen Jividen, Associate 10/15/2021 Charleston West Virginia

Ethel H. Moorhouse  12/20/21   Illinois

Note to all Chaplains - All Death Notices go to:
Elaine Brattain, National Chaplain

chaplain@americangoldstarmothers.org

Cell Number: 714-356-2176 • 622 E. Elm Street • Brea, CA 92821

Heartfelt Appreciation TO OUR DONORS
American Gold Star Mothers, Inc. could not continue our work as a 

Veterans Service Organization without the continued support of our generous donors.

Pam Schaffer

Leonila and Alberto Bustamante

Laverne Schooley

Steven and Lisa Vargas

John Crews

Eric King

FRIENDS OF AGSM

Proverbs 23:18 “For surely there is a hereafter, 
and your hope will not be cut off.”
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Carol Munaretto

Charles Evans

Allen Clancy

American Legion Post 204, 
Seminole TX



OBLIGATION OF AMERICAN GOLD STAR MOTHERS, INC.

IN THE PRESENCE OF ALMIGHTY GOD AND THESE AMERICAN GOLD STAR 
MOTHERS, DO, OF MY OWN FREE WILL AND ACCORD, MOST FAITHFULLY 
PROMISE THAT I WILL COMPLY WITH ALL THE CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS 
OF THIS ORGANIZATION.

THAT I WILL NEVER WRONG,OR PERMIT A WRONG TO BE DONE, TO ANY 
MEMBER OF THIS ORGANIZATION IF IT IS IN MY POWER TO PREVENT IT.

SHOULD MY AFFILIATION WITH THIS ORGANIZATION CEASE IN ANY WAY, I 
SHALL CONSIDER THIS PLEDGE A LIFELONG OBLIGATION.

I WILL BEAR TRUE FAITH AND ALLEGIANCE TO THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA, AND TO THE ADVANCEMENT OF MY COUNTRY'S HONOR.

ALL THIS I PROMISE ON MY HONOR AS A TRUE AMERICAN.

American Gold Star Mothers, Inc.
2128 Leroy Place, NW
Washington, DC 20008-1893
202.265.0991
www.americangoldstarmothers.org

Address Service Requested

The Unknown 
Soldier laid in state 
at Hôtel de Ville of 
Chalon-sur-Marne 
before traveling to 
Le Havre to board 
the USS Olympia.  
The ceremony was 
reenacted as part 
of the Centennial 
of the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier.Sunrise over the Aisne-Marne American Cemetery, Belleau, France. 

This cemetery sits at he foot of Belleau Wood.  

The memorial 
chapel at 

Aisne-Marne 
American Cemetery 

is decorated with 
stained glass 

representing World 
War I personnel, 
equipment, and 

insignia. 


