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October 7, 2022 
 
 
 
Dear Chapter and Department Presidents and Treasurers: 
 

As has been discussed for several years now, there are certain IRS reporting guidelines and banking 
regulations that are affecting nonprofit organizations nationwide.  The AGSM NEB has been working on a plan 
for bringing our organization into compliance for at least the last two years.   National President Sarah Taylor 
has appointed a Compliance Committee, and we have been working diligently on this project for the last few 
weeks.  It is now time to put a plan into action.   
 

The bottom line is that each entity (chapter or department) will need to file for and obtain individual 
501(c)(3) registrations/determinations from the Internal Revenue Service (IRS).  This requires each entity to 
acquire their own EIN (Employer Identification Number).  No chapter or department will be able to remain on 
the National EIN following full implementation.   
 
What are the steps? 
 

With regards to getting all our chapters and departments into compliance with current IRS 
requirements, the Committee has been advised there are several options for chapters and departments.  For 
those of you who were at the 2022 National Convention, you heard a presentation by Harbor Compliance.  
Harbor Compliance’s full-time mission is advising and assisting nonprofit organizations with IRS compliance 
issues.  If a chapter or department wishes to engage Harbor Compliance to complete this process, each entity 
will be required to pay Harbor Compliance $1499, plus an IRS filing fee of $275 (revenue under $50,000 
annually) or $600 (revenue over $50,000 annually), plus the filing fee for their local jurisdiction to file articles of 
incorporation.  Some jurisdictions also require an initial filing fee, which averages around $50.  (See Schedule A 
attached for complete list of filing fees as of this date.)   
 

If Harbor Compliance is engaged by a chapter or department to assist in this process, Harbor 
Compliance has a checklist that the chapter or department will need to complete.  (See Schedule B attached.)  
Harbor Compliance will then complete any necessary paperwork to obtain the IRS determination letter, starting 
with filing for the correct EIN number for the entity.  (There are different types of EINs, and it is important that 
the correct type is chosen at the time of application.) 
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The Constitution and Bylaws of American Gold Star Mothers, Inc., will be the governing document for all 
chapters and departments as they obtain their 501(c)(3) status.  A copy of the C&BL document has been 
provided to Harbor Compliance.  It can also be downloaded from the website or a PDF copy can be furnished to 
the chapter or department upon request to the National Secretary.   
 

The NEB has determined that each entity chartered by AGSM will name their organization in the 
following manner:   American Gold Star Mothers, Inc. – Department of [Name of State(s)] or American Gold Star 
Mothers, Inc. – [Name of Chapter] Chapter.   
 
For example:  American Gold Star Mothers, Inc. – Department of Florida/Puerto Rico OR American Gold Star 
Mothers, Inc. – Gardenia Chapter 
 
This will ensure branding consistency and provide identification to potential donors that your chapter or 
department is indeed part of American Gold Star Mothers, Inc.   
 

Some of our chapters and departments currently already have their own 501(c)(3) status.  If you are not 
currently named consistent with the naming convention approved by the NEB, you will need to file the 
appropriate form with the IRS to change your name.  The IRS form is 8822-B.  You will first need to change the 
Articles of Incorporation in the state where your 501(c)(3) is registered and then update the IRS.  We have a 
chapter in Florida who is undergoing this process.  As an example, attached is the name of the IRS form and 
the link to access it with an example of instructions from Florida.  (See Schedule C attached.)  In Florida, the 
cost is about $35.  The cost will vary by state.    
 

IMPORTANT:  All departments, without exception, must undergo this registration process and obtain 
your designation as a 501(c)(3).  Chapters, however, have a second option.  If a chapter does not want to go 
through the process of becoming a separate 501(c)(3), the chapter may operate under its department’s 
designation.  This is an acceptable option under IRS guidelines.  However, if this is the route chosen, there can 
only be one bank account, which will be held in the department’s name, and all funds will need to go through 
the department bank account.  This would be ideal for chapters who do not engage in fundraising and/or who 
do not have a bank account.  One operational suggestion would be for the department to form a Finance 
Committee at the department level with a treasurer from each chapter on the committee to provide oversight 
of the financial affairs of the department. 
 

Additionally, it is important to note that just as we each file individual returns with the IRS each year, 
each entity with a 501(c)(3) designation will be under an obligation to file a Form 990-N (revenue under 
$50,000 annually) or Form 990 (revenue over $50,000 annually) on a yearly basis.  Under current IRS rules, the 
deadline for filing either a Form 990-N or Form 990 is six months following the close of the fiscal year.  All of 
AGSM operates on a July 1 to June 30 fiscal year, so this means each year by January 1 all Forms 990-N/990 will 
need to be filed.  The IRS will revoke 501(c)(3) status for failure to file the required returns.  If an entity’s 
501(c)(3) status is revoked by the IRS, AGSM will, likewise, develop an action plan for the status of those 
entities under AGSM.  Further information on this will be provided at a later date.   
 

Also, there will be certain state-specific filings that are required on an annual basis.  Chapters and 
departments will be responsible for meeting those requirements (including any fees) on an ongoing basis.  It 
will be the responsibility of the chapter and/or department to monitor and follow any requirements of their 
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individual jurisdictions. 
 

It is important to reiterate that the initiative to bring all chapters and departments into compliance is 
not a new AGSM requirement.  These steps are required by the IRS and new banking rules.  Right now, we have 
several chapters who are unable to obtain bank accounts because they have always used National’s EIN 
number and another chapter or department already has an account at that institution using National’s EIN 
number.   
 
What’s next? 
 

In conjunction with our Compliance Initiative, we anticipate there will be changes needed to the 
Constitution and Bylaws that will be proposed at the 2023 National Convention.   
 

There are a couple of key takeaways from this information.  First, this is not optional.  At the 
department level, it is going to be required.  At the chapter level, you will need to work with your department 
leadership to decide if you will file for your own individual designation or if you will go under the department’s 
designation. 
 

Second, and maybe most importantly, you do not have to use Harbor Compliance. The NEB has laid the 
groundwork for Harbor Compliance and is providing you with that as a possible resource.  If you want to use 
them, please do.  However, we recognize this is a significant expense.  Chapters or departments who have local 
community partners/resources to assist them with obtaining their 501(c)(3) status may use those resources as 
an alternative to using Harbor Compliance to obtain the designation.  
 

As previously mentioned, we are working through some things as we go.  We have several chapters and 
departments who are ready to proceed and at least one chapter who currently has a 501(c)(3) designation but 
will need to change their name.  These groups have been given the go-ahead to start the process.  The 
Compliance Committee will follow along with these groups and share helpful tips for other chapters and 
departments.  This sharing of information will promote an atmosphere of teamwork and provide an 
opportunity for chapters and departments to network and interact with other members.  Keep track of any tips, 
tricks, etc., that you encounter along the way and share those with us.  We will be creating a section entitled 
“Compliance” on the website under the Members Only section.  In this section, we will show the progress of 
chapters and departments that have completed the process and a FAQ section to assist you.  As you 
successfully complete your registration and receive your letter from the IRS, please be willing to assist other 
chapters and departments.  We are all in this together! 
 
Conclusion 
 

We know this is a lot of information to digest!  Next week, we will send out three dates for Zoom 
meetings for presidents and treasurers to attend where you can ask questions.  In the meantime, please discuss 
this information with your chapters and your department leadership and gather any questions your members 
may have to bring to the meeting.   We may not have all the answers, but we will work with you to find them.  
If you have a question that cannot wait for the Zoom meetings, please reach out to the Compliance Committee 
at compliance@americangoldstarmothers.org. 
 

mailto:compliance@americangoldstarmothers.org
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We’ve been talking about compliance for a long time now.  We are excited to get this initiative 
underway and move it to the “done” column.  We look forward to working with you all to achieve this win for 
AGSM.   
 

In Service,  

 
Patti Elliott, Co-Chair 
Compliance Committee



Schedule A 

Filing Fees for Articles of Incorporation (as of 9/9/22) 

 

Alabama: $190 
Alaska: $50 
Arizona: $230 
California:  $30 
Colorado:  $50 
Connecticut: $190 
Delaware:  $98, expedited to 1 week for $150 
DC:  $80 for 3 weeks of processing, $130 for expedited 1 Week, $180 for expedited 2-
day processing 
Florida:  $70 
Georgia:  $200 
Hawaii:  $51 
Idaho: $30 
Illinois: $78 
Indiana: $53 
Iowa:  $20 for 3 weeks of processing, $170 for expedited 2 days of processing 
Kansas: $20 
Kentucky: $8 
Louisiana: $105 
Maine: $40 for 3 weeks of processing or $205 for expedited 3 business days 
Maryland: $270 
Massachusetts: $40 
Michigan: 470 for 2-3 business days processing 
Minnesota: $90 
Mississippi: $53 
Missouri:  $27 
Montana: $20 for 3 weeks of processing, $195 for expedited 3 business days 
Nebraska: $20 
Nevada: $50 + $50 for Initial Report at time of incorporation 
New Hampshire: $30 
New Jersey: $79 
New Mexico: $25 
New York:  $105 
North Carolina: $62 for 3-4 weeks of processing or $162 for expedited 3-4 business 
days 
North Dakota: $40 
Ohio: $99 
Oklahoma: $28 
Oregon: $55 
Pennsylvania:  $125 
Rhode Island: $35 
South Carolina:  $20 for 3-4 weeks of processing or $180 for expedited 2-3 business 
days 
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South Dakota: $30 for 3 weeks of processing or $235 for expedited 1-week processing 
Tennessee:  $104 
Texas: $50 
Utah: $30 
Vermont: $25 
Virginia:  $77 for 4-6 weeks of processing or $180 for expedited 2 business days 
Washington:  $50 
West Virginia:$25 
Wisconsin: $60 
Wyoming: $50 
 
States requiring INITIAL Reports average $50/state 
 
Publishing 
 
Georgia:  $40 
Nebraska:  $30 
Pennsylvania:  $200 
 
IRS fee for most will be $275, larger organizations (over $50K in revenue) will be $600 
 



Schedule B















501(c)3 Name Change IRS Instructions and Florida Example 

IRS Instruction and Form 8822-B link: https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits/other-non-profits/change-of-address-

exempt-organizations 

Each State will have different pricing and may have additional required steps, but the initial requirement is to update the 

Articles of Incorporation with the new organization’s (501(c)3) name and file them with the state.  

Florida Example: 

Florida Non-Profit Corporation 

ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION 

To create a Florida non-profit corporation OR correct your rejected online filing: 

1. Review the instructions for filing the Articles of Incorporation for Florida Non-Profit Corporations.
2. Gather all information required to complete the form.
3. Have a valid form of payment.
4. If additional space is needed to meet IRS filing requirements, prior to filing contact the Department of State

at NewFilingsCorpHelp@DOS.MyFlorida.com for appropriate instructions.

FAQs: 

I don’t want to file online. Can I print and mail my application and payment? 

• Yes, you can print the Articles of Incorporation for a Florida Non-Profit Corporation (PDF) application, and
mail it with a check or money order.

• All payments by credit card must use the online application.

Will I receive a confirmation that my filing was accepted? 

Yes, you will receive a confirmation letter (which will include the corporation’s name, assigned document number, filed 
date, and its effective date, if requested). Your Certificate of Status and/or Certified Copy will also be included if you 
opted to purchase those items. 

Online filings: 

• You will receive your filing confirmation by email at the address you provided.
• Your confirmation will be sent to you once the document is examined and approved by the Division of

Corporations.
• You will not receive a confirmation by U.S. Mail.

Filings by mail: 

• You will receive your confirmation by U.S. Mail.
• It will be addressed to the mailing address you provided on the application.

Schedule C

https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits/other-non-profits/change-of-address-exempt-organizations
https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits/other-non-profits/change-of-address-exempt-organizations
https://dos.myflorida.com/sunbiz/start-business/efile/fl-nonprofit-corporation/instructions/
https://dos.myflorida.com/sunbiz/start-business/efile/fl-nonprofit-corporation/#info
mailto:NewFilingsCorpHelp@DOS.MyFlorida.com
http://form.sunbiz.org/pdf/cr2e006.pdf
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