Pennsylvania Gold Star Family Special License Plate
Summary of what other States are doing in Gold Star Specialty Plates:

CA, NY, and TX   Only one category Gold Star MOTHER. 

Oklahoma— Gold Star Parent Specialty plate “such plates shall be designed to honor members of the United States Armed Forces who were killed during a war.  The parents of the deceased person may apply for a gold star license plate upon presenting proper certification that the person was killed during a war and that person is making the application is the parent of the deceased person.” 
Ohio,--“member of the immediate family” of a person who died in a combat zone while a member of any branch of the armed forces of the United States means all of the following:

1. A spouse;

2. A parent, stepparent, or grandparent;

3. A sibling, whether of the whole or half-blood, or by adoption;

4. A child, including those by adoption, or a stepchild;

5. An aunt or uncle 
Wisconsin—“A Gold Star license plate will be available for immediate family members of service members who die in combat while serving in the U.S. Armed Forces.

Illinois—“The surviving spouse of Illinois residents who have been awarded the Gold Star, or the surviving parent (if there is no spouse), or sibling (if there is no surviving parent, may apply for one set of Gold star License Plates.”  (VERY limiting).
Massachusetts—“Gold Star Family plates are issued to parents, children, or spouses of members of the military who were killed in action during wartime service. (There is a movement to amend the family definitions.)
KY  Passed 2006
MO got hopelessly bogged down in the battle of who can apply. 

I believe the Dept of Defense has already established the correct guide lines. 

DD Form 3 Feb 2000 the following are eligible to wear the Gold Star Lapel Button:

Widow

Widower

Mother

Father

Stepmother

Stepfather

Mother through adoption

Father through adoption

Foster mother in loco parentis

Foster father in loco parentis

Son

Daughter

Stepson

Stepdaughter

Son by Adoption

Daughter by adoption

Brother

Sister

Half Brother

Half Sister

Since these are the people who are honored to wear the official Gold Star Pin, they should be the ones who apply for the plates.
The Dept of Defense outlines the following conflicts for those who are eligible to wear the gold star lapel pin:
“Public Law 534 89th Congress directs the distribution to next of kin of members of the Armed Forces who lost their lives: 

1. During WWI (April 6, 1917-March 3, 1921

2. During WWII September 8, 1939 to July 25, 1947;
3. During any subsequent period of armed hostilities in which the United States was engaged before July 1, 1958 (United Nations action in Korea, June 27, 1950 to July 27, 1954);

4. After June 30, 1958

(a) while engaged in an action against an enemy of the United States;

(b) while engaged in military operations involving conflict with an opposing foreign force;

(c) while serving with friendly foreign forces engage in an armed conflict in which the United States is not a belligerent party against an opposing armed force

Operations Subsequent to June 30, 1958 which are recognized by the DOD in establishing eligibility for the Gold Star Lapel Button include:

Lebanon, July 1, 1958 to November 1, 1958

Republic of Vietnam, July 1, 1958 to March 28, 1973

Quemoy and Matzu Islands, August 23, 1958 to June 1, 1963

Taiwan Straits, August 23, 1958 to January 1, 1959

US operation in direct support of the UN in the Congo, July 14, 1960 to Sept 1, 1962

US operation of assistance to the Republic of Laos April 19, 1961 to October 7, 1962

Berlin, August 14, 1961, to June 1, 1963

Cuba, October 24, 1962-to June 1 1963

Congo, November 23, 1964 to November 27, 1964

Dominican Republic, April 28, 1965 to September 21, 1966

Korea, October 1, 1966 to June 30, 1974

Cambodia March 29, 1973 to August 15, 1973

Thailand March 29, 1973 to August 15, 1973
Cambodia, April 11, 1975 to April 13, 1975

Vietnam, April 29, 1975 to April 30, 1975

Mayaguez Operation May 15, 1975

Lebanon, June 1983 to

Grenadan Operation, October 23, 1983 to November 21, 1983

Operation Eldorado Canyon, April 2, 1986 to April 17, 1986

Panama, December 20, 1989 to January 31, 1990

Desert Shield/Desert Storm, August 2, 1990 to November 30, 1995

Haiti, September 16, 1994 to March 31, 1995

Somalia, December 5, 1992 to March 31 1995

Operations in the Persian Gulf, November 30 1995 to (to be determined)

Operations in and around the Former Republic of Yugoslavia, December 20, 1996- to June 20, 1998

And any subsequent operations as may be announced by the Secretary of Defense.


While I personally would like to see the families of those killed in active duty accidents be honored, I foresee this variation will complicate matters. If we follow the recommendations for the eligible family members as outline by the Dept of Defense, then their guidelines on the conflicts would also be good to follow.
Final hurdle: There are many ways the States have adopted to verify the authenticity of the application. (Let us strive to simplify the paper work as much as possible.)
affidavit, casualty report, telegram for WWII and Korea 

overseas death certificate issued by the US military
I recommend an affidavit accompanied by an official military death notice. 

I am a firm believer that the United States is the land of inclusion not exclusion and feel these recommendations would be supported by the Gold Star Families living in Pennsylvania.
Respectfully submitted, 
<Your name & contact info>
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