January 4, 2006

Hon. Charles T. McIlhinney, Jr.

Bucks County Representative to the State of Pennsylvania

199 N Broad St, Suite 200

Doylestown, PA 18901

Dear Representative McIlhinney,

Please consider sponsoring legislation to add a category of Pennsylvania license plates for Gold Star Families. The cost of freedom comes with a price tag and recently, the families of Pennsylvania have paid with the lives of their sons and daughters in the War on Terror and the fight for Iraqi freedom. It seems fitting that we pay homage to this sacrifice by recognizing the families in this small way.
With our smaller, all volunteer military, many citizens no longer recognize the blue and gold star service flags that were so prevalent during WWII. I too fell short when, on October 19, 2001 I became a Gold Star Mother. My son, Kristofor was killed on the first night of the invasion of Afganistan. Since then I have joined the American Gold Star Mothers (AGSM) organization and found comfort from those who have walked this path before me.

I have enclosed a list of those service members from Pennsylvania that have been lost in Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom to date. However, there are still many Pennsylvania families who have suffered losses in Korea, Vietnam, Panama, Grenada, Somalia, Beirut, etc. Those killed in Vietnam and the “little wars”  have been lost to history and I think this would be an opportunity to now recognize their service. I have enclosed a list of AGSM members from Pennsylvania. Most of these “moms” (the term we use among ourselves) are from the Vietnam era. Only now are the Afganistan and Iraq moms starting to join. The Vietnam moms are rapidly passing from the scene and it will soon be too late to honor them. Not all Gold Star Mothers join AGSM so this list represents only a small fraction of all the Gold Star Mothers in Pennsylvania. And, of course, each mother represents a family that has lost a loved one.
Several other states have adopted a unique license plate for the families of those killed in the service of the nation. I have enclosed several examples. Existing license plates have adopted a variety of symbols. My preference is to use the gold star that is found on the service flag. That is, a blue star on a white background covered by a slightly smaller gold star such that a thin blue outline shows around the gold star. The phrase “Gold Star Family” could appear at the bottom of the plate. The gold star, outlined in blue, is the most universally recognized symbol of the sacrifice of our loved ones and would further reinforce and increase awareness of that sacrifice. There is an example on the cover of the enclosed folder. I have also enclosed the DOD Service Flag Fact Sheet, which more completely describes the gold star.
The Dept. of Defense awards family members a gold star pin. While the pin is most closely associated with Gold Star Mothers, it is, in fact, awarded to many family members and the criteria used by the DOD might make a useful starting point for determining which families would qualify for a Pennsylvania Gold Star Family license plate. I have enclosed the DD form 3, which shows qualifying family members in box 3.

Pennsylvania seems to have quite a collection of special license plates. The plate I propose does not seem to fit neatly into any of the existing categories. Form MV-150 covers veterans from various campaigns. It is not a personalized plate (MV-904), a special fund plate (MV-911) or a special organizational plate. How the new plate would fit into the existing DMV structure, I will leave to your expertise.
When I have spoken to various veterans and military groups, I have received support for this proposal. Locally, Ed O’Dwyer, Commander of American Legion Post 210 and Jeff White, President of Vietnam Veterans of America have expressed support and would be available to discuss it with you if you desire.
I thank you for your time considering this request and look forward to hearing from you on this issue.

Sincerely,

<Your name>
<Your address>
<Your phone numbers, cell too>

<Your e-mail address>

