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Minutes...June 12, 2010 
Maryland Chapter  AGSM  

 
The Meeting was called to order at 10:07 am by President 
Carol Roddy.   
 
Meeting Location: Ft. Meade, Army Community 
Services/Family Readiness Center. 
 
Mothers present were Carol Roddy, Janice Chance, Jo 
Davis, Mary Jane Walton, Cindy Lohman, Linda 
Faulstich, and Tracy Miller.  Three fathers were present, 
Bob Roddy, Gary Lohman and Ray Faulstich.  It was 
noted that only Bob is an Associate member.   
 
Cindy agreed to take notes in the secretary’s absence.  
 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Opening Prayer by Janice Chance, Chaplain. 
 
Minutes of the April 10, 2010 were read.  Linda Faulstich 
made a correction regarding the scholarship that St. 
Mary’s College made in her son’s name.  The minutes 
should read:  
“St. Mary’s College awarded two scholarships, one per 
year for two consecutive years, in the name of Raymond 
Faulstich, Jr.”  
Cindy moved to accept the minutes as amended, Tracy 
seconded the motion and it was so voted. 
 
The Treasurer’s report is not available for this meeting.  
Carol reported a check has cleared our account for 
$110.00 for name tags.  An additional check for $20.00 
additional name tags is still outstanding. 
 
Old Business: 
1)  Name Tags:  Carol clarified that she has only ordered 
name tags for active members at this time. 
 
2)  Newsletter:  Cindy apologized that the first edition of 
the newsletter did not come out last month due to a family 
emergency.  Anticipate a newsletter late June/July. 
 
3)  Honor and Remember Flag promotion:  Tracy gave a 
brief overview of the Honor and Remember Flag, 
describing its purpose, symbolism and proposed use. 
Tracy reported on last week’s events with George 
Lutz/Honor and Remember, Inc. as part of his Honor and 
Remember Tour Across America.  Tuesday afternoon, 
June 8, Mr. Lutz presented Carol Roddy and Edith 
Canapp with personalized Honor and Remember flags at 
the Bel Air office of the Harford County Executive, 

David Craig.  Afterwards, Mr. Craig presented Mrs 
Roddy and Mrs Canapp with a Harford County flag.   
 
A BBQ was held at the Town Grill in Lisbon on Tuesday 
evening (June 8), where an Honor and Remember flag 
was presented to Susan Booth, a Gold Star wife, and Jo 
Davis.  A personalized Honor and Remember flag will be 
presented to Ms. Booth and Mrs. Davis at a later time.  
Cindy presented a list of all contributors to this BBQ, and 
Carol agreed to write letters of thanks.  Those in 
attendance agreed the town did a wonderful job of hosting 
us. 
 
Wednesday morning, June 9, we had a tour of the Naval 
Academy by Jim Duffy, a Gold Star father and Naval 
Academy docent, followed by lunch at the Officers Club.  
Unfortunately State delegates or senators did not join us 
as planned, but Mr. Duffy offered to work on the wording 
of a resolution for this project.  A meeting planned with 
Mr. Lutz and Secretary Chow, Maryland Department of 
Veterans’  Affairs had to be canceled due to a last minute 
change in Secretary Chow’s schedule.  
 
Membership discussed the best way to promote the Honor 
and Remember Flag.  Tracy mentioned that a delegate 
had asked if Mr. Lutz or his organization would make a 
profit from sales of the flag.  This prompted a discussion 
about who is licensed to sell the flag once it is made 
official since it has a trademark.  Gary Lohman offered to 
ask Mr. Lutz to clarify before we discuss the Honor and 
Remember Flag with legislators so we do not give false 
information.  
 
Janice suggested we needed to have a packet of 
information to give our delegates and senators that would 
describe the Honor and Remember Flag project.  It was 
suggested that we should ask Mr. Lutz if he had a packet 
that he has used in the past. 
 
Carol suggested that we review language used from other 
states when putting together a packet or letter for the 
senators and delegates. 
 
Tracy offered to ask the delegates and senator from the 
Maryland State District 42 to sponsor the resolution.  
Cindy will ask John Bohanan, the delegate from the 
Maryland State District 29A and Roy Dyson, senator 
from Maryland State District 29 to support District 42’s 
effort.  Cindy explained the advantage of involving Mr. 
Bohanan is that he is an aide to Steny Hoyer, House of 
Representatives. 
 
Regarding letters to legislators, it was decided to wait 
until we have a name of the delegates/senators who are  



Page 3 

Minutes, continued... 
sponsoring the resolution.  Tracy encouraged everyone to 
write letters that are personal.  Talking points are 
necessary to give direction, but it should not be a form 
letter. 
 
4)  Newsletters and other correspondence:  Carol made a 
motion to mail correspondence/newsletters to ALL Gold 
Star families, regardless of status of membership, unless 
they request we stop.  Tracy seconded the motion and it 
was so voted. 
 
5)  Letterhead/Maryland Gold Star envelopes:  Janice 
suggested that we have envelopes printed up with our 
logo.  Gary Lohman suggested we find a local printer to 
print these items at or near cost.  Jo Davis with talk with 
her husband, Jim, regarding getting a company they know 
in Odenton to print these items at cost and will report at 
the next meeting. 
 
6)  Obtaining a Tax ID #/EIN #: Cindy asked the 
Maryland Commission of Non-Profit Organizations about 
the need and process of getting a tax ID number for non-
profit purposes, and was told that we should have one.  
She suggested waiting until the convention  to talk with The National Chapter or other State Gold Star Mother Chapters to determine what other groups have done.
 
7)  Supporting the Fisher House/Dover:  Per prior 
meeting, we discussed offering to support them with 
things that would help newly bereaved and escorts during 
their stay at the Fisher House/Dover.  It was decided to 
table this item until the next meeting, as additional 
information regarding this project will likely be discussed 
at the convention. 
 
8)   Regarding support/Care Packets for Newly Bereaved 
families in our area:  Per the last meeting, it was 
discussed this would be beneficial for mothers of service 
members recently killed to know there was a support 
group.  Janice reported that she is reaching out to a new 
family now and would like to have a packet for this 
family.  Tracy suggested that since we are a large state, 
we break up the state by region and agree to be a Point of 
Contact for those mothers – we will work to develop that 
list at future meetings.  Carol mentioned that the Blue 
Star Mothers are supplying Gold Star Service Flags to 
mothers.   
 
Membership discussed the possibility of giving 
something with the Honor and Remember theme. 
Possible items and prices were reviewed.  Gary Lohman 
will negotiate with Mr. Lutz on prices for a package of 
ten 3”  x 5”  stick flags.  Adding an Honor and Remember 
item to the packet has been tabled until the next meeting. 

 
Mothers present suggested the following items be 
included: 

·  A copy of the letter from Senator Mikulski and Carol 
introducing the Maryland/Delaware Chapter of the 
Gold Star Mothers 

·  A Point of Contact that the mother can call. 
·  A copy of our newsletter. 
·  Information about the American Gold Star Mothers 

(National) and how to view the newsletter on-line. 
·  A letter about past projects and future events. (Note: 

It was not decided who would write this letter.) 
 Janice made a motion to include the list above in our 

support packet, Tracy seconded the motion and it was so 
voted.   
 

9)   Mission Statement/Bylaws:  It was agreed that we need to 
either develop our own mission statement & bylaws, 
adopt National’s mission statement & bylaws as is or 
adopt National’s mission statement & bylaws with 
modifications.  All members are encouraged to get a copy 
of National’s mission statement/bylaws from the 
Mother’s Cupboard and review them prior to the next 
meeting.  The mission statement/bylaws are an important 
factor in getting a tax exempt status. 

 
 New Business: 
 1)  Carol reminded everyone of the National AGSM 

convention in Philadelphia on June 25-27.  Five delegates 
are attending, Carol, Tracy, Janice, Kelly Swanson and 
Cindy.  Next year’s convention is in Tennessee, but we 
have no further details.   

 
 Janice has been nominated as the National AGSM 

Chaplain.  Yeah Janice! 
 
 2)  Volunteer Opportunities:  Janice discussed the many 

possible volunteer opportunities with the Department of 
Veterans’  Affairs (DAV).  You can volunteer to do either 
individual or group projects. Cindy will forward the list 
Janice sent her regarding opportunities. 

 
 Tracy needs a copy of all volunteer  hours.  Please turn 

these in quar ter ly. 
 

Janice mentioned the American Red Cross would like to 
partner with Maryland Gold Star Mothers on joint 
projects.  Carol expressed concern that we are a small 
organization with many working mothers. She fears being  

th the lead on a project...if we don’ t have enough mothers to 
complete the task, it could give us a bad name.  She 
suggested that Maryland Gold Star Mothers individually  
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Minutes, continued... 
 or as a group offer to help other organizations on existing 

projects, but not make promises we can’ t keep. 
  3)  Survivor Outreach Services/July 17 Picnic:  Carol 

said that she and her husband Bob are the POC’s for the 
Gold Star Mothers for the SOS program in Maryland.  
They have been working with Ft. Meade and Aberdeen 
Proving Ground on this program.  There will be a picnic 
on July 17 at Ft. Meade for families to introduce the SOS 
program.  Invitations will be mailed.  Cindy mentioned 
that the SOS program is currently an Army initiative, 
falling under the Army Community Services.  DoD plans 
to expand this to all services in the future.  Families of 
fallen service members who are not Army need to make 
certain to give Carol their information so they are 
included, as the Ft. Meade and Aberdeen Proving Ground 
are making an effort to extend SOS services to all 
branches of the military. 

 
  4)  American Red Cross/August 8 Picnic: Janice 

announced that the ARC will host a picnic for Gold Star 
Mothers.  More information will follow.  A discussion 
ensued regarding where they get their list of mothers to 
invite.  Janice will check to see that all members of the 
Maryland Chapter of Gold Star Mothers are on that list. 

 
 5)  Veterans’  Day Activities:  Linda mentioned that the 

Mayor of Leonardtown, MD, would like for Carol to 
contact him regarding the marching in the Maryland 
Chapter of Gold Star Mothers’  participation of the 
Veterans’  Day Parade.  It was agreed that Linda and her 
husband, Ray, would contact the Mayor and would 
participate in this parade.  Carol and her husband, Bob, 
have a USO engagement that day.  Janice, Cindy, and 
Cindy’s husband, Gary, plan to be at Arlington National 
Cemetery that day.  It was mentioned that Mr. Lutz 
wished to meet the Governor or LT. Governor of 
Maryland at Arlington National Cemetery on Veterans 
Day if possible...John Bohanan’s office (Cindy’s 
Delegate) is working on the details. 

 
 Bob Roddy offered to purchase a 3’X5” AGSM flag for 

our chapter to be used in the parade. 
 
 Cindy will ask a friend who made her stickers about 

making two Maryland Chapter of Gold Star Mothers 
magnets for the cars for parades.  She will report the costs 
at the next meeting. 

 
 6) Cindy showed everyone a copy of the Army 

Times.com article from Armed Forces Day that 
highlighted Edith and Bob Canapp at Aberdeen Proving 
Ground.  Cindy also mentioned about her and her 

husband’s experience positive experience being 
interviewed by John King of CNN.  Janice also had a TV 
interview this past month for a documentary.  It was 
discussed how important it is to find out the intentions of 
the media prior to accepting an interview. 

 
N Next meeting: August 7, 2010 at 10:00 am at Ft. Meade, 

Army Community Services/Family Readiness Center. 
�

Fi Final Prayer by Janice Chance, Chaplain. 
 
 Meeting was adjourned at 12:19 pm. 

�

�
 
Janice, Cindy, Linda, Tracy, Carol, Jo, and Mary 
Jane outside our  new Maryland Gold Star  Moms’  
meeting place. 
 

Weekend of Remembrance 
 
Families United are hosting a “Weekend of 
Remembrance” for Gold Star families who have 
lost a loved one in Iraq or Afghanistan on July 
23 and 24, 2010. 
 
The weekend begins Friday July 23, with a 
National Gold Star Family Dinner at the Marriot 
Wardman Park Hotel in Washington, DC.  
Families from across the country will be seated 
by state. 
 
Saturdays events start with visiting Arlington 
National Cemetery to pay respects to our fallen 
heroes. Gold Star families will then go to Six 
Flags and enjoy an afternoon and evening 
alongside active duty and veterans, enjoying 
invited entertainers and amusement park rides. 
 
Register at www.weekendofremembrance.com 
or contact Families United at 202-293-4656. 
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Honor ing and Remember ing Our  Fallen 
by Tracy Miller  

George Lutz, Gold Star Father and founder of the Honor 
and Remember Flag program, made Maryland one of the 
first stops on his 50-state tour to garner support for 
official status of the flag. 
 
On June 8, George and his assistant Alex met with 
Harford  County Executive David Craig, members of his 
staff, and COL Orlando Ortiz and CSM Rodney Rhoades 
from Aberdeen Proving Ground. At a ceremony in the 
County Executive’s office, George presented flags to 
Maryland Gold Star Mother Edith Canapp (Bob was 
recovering from surgery) and to Maryland GSM President 
Carol and Bob Roddy. Their son Michael attended the 
ceremony.  (Below) 

 
 
From Bel Air, George, Carol and Bob, and Maryland 
GSM 1st VP Tracy Miller (George and Alex’s host for the 
evening) drove to Lisbon, MD where they met up with 
Cindy and Gary Lohman. What an event! The whole 
town came out to celebrate the Honor and Remember 
tour. Howard Lasky, owner of the Lisbon Town Grille, 
and his partner, Susan Booth—a Gold Star wife—
marshaled the resources of the town to host a 
fantastic barbeque. (Below) 
 

 

 
Residents of Lisbon provided a lot of great food to honor 
their local hero, Joey Davis (whose mother Jo is a 
Maryland GSM). Howard makes the best ribs and smoked 
salmon around (and he smokes it himself). George 
presented Jo and also Susan Booth with flags. 
 
The next day was a trip to Annapolis, where Carol, 
George, Alex and Tracy met up with Maryland GSM 
OFFICE? Cindy Lohman, Gold Star Father Jim Duffy 
and with Nick Pantalides (Md. Dept. of Veterans Affairs).  
Jim gave a private tour of the Naval Academy, and then 
the group lunched at the Officer’s Club. They were joined 
there by Carolyn Duffy, Maryland GSM. 
 
George then headed up the coast to New Jersey. 
House Bill 1034, introduced by Rep. Randy Forbes of 
Virginia is the bill to get the Honor and Remember flag 
designated as an official flag, just like the POW-MIA 
flag. It seems stalled in the House Judiciary Committee. 
Representatives Kratovil (1st District) and Sarbanes (3rd 
District) have said that if the bill come to the full House, 
they would certainly consider supporting it. Both have 
seen the flag, but they are reluctant to commit. 
 
The website (www.honorandremember.com) has a lot of 
information, online petitions, petitions that can be printed 
to gather signatures, and a blog detailing the progress of 
the 2010 tour. The tour is designated to end on Veterans 
Day at Arlington. 
****************************************** 

Congrats to Janice Chance, 
Elected National AGSM Chaplain 

�

�
�
�� � �� � ��	 �� � ���� � 	 �� � ��� � ��� 
�� ��� ��� � �� ��� ���� � 	 
�� � 	 � � � � � �
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Maryland Gold Star Mothers attend the 73rd 
Annual National Convention in Philly 

 

 
Kelly Swanson, Janice Chance, Tracy Miller, Carol 

Roddy and Cindy Lohman attend the National 
AGSM Convention June 25th to 27th, 2010.  

 
******************************************************* 

 
 

AGSM/Fisher House Campaign 
 
The American Gold Star Mothers (AGSM) is kicking 
off a National Campaign to raise $50,000 to support 
the Fisher House program, an organization that 
provides a “home away from home” that allows 
families of patients receiving medical care at major 
military or VA centers to stay for free.  Sort of the 
Ronald McDonald House of the military world.  
There are currently 43 Fisher Houses with an 
additional 12 in the design/construction phase.  In 
our area, there are three Fisher House locations; at 
Walter Reed Hospital (three actual houses), at 
Bethesda Naval Hospital (two houses), and at 
Andrews Air Force Base.   
 
In May 2010, construction began in a fourth location 
in our Division area, at Dover Air Force Base, the 
home of Mortuary Services.  This home will allow 
families and escorts of fallen service members to 
stay while observing the Dignified Transfer of 
Remains Ceremony or while awaiting the release of 
their hero’s remains. 
 
More information about American Gold Star 
Mother’s support of the Fisher House project can be 
found at www.goldstarmoms.com  
 

Aberdeen Proving Ground Invites Maryland 
Gold Star Families to their Summer Ball  

and Toby Keith Concert 
 
The Maryland Gold Star Mothers received a special 
invitation by the Installation Command of Aberdeen 
Proving Ground to attend event on June 4th and 5th. 
 
On June 4th, Cindy and Gary Lohman attended the 
APG Summer Ball, a very formal occasion that 
celebrated the 45th birthday of the Army. They were 
honored to be asked to assist COL Ortiz and CSM 
Rhoades with the cutting of the Army birthday cake 
with officer saber. (It was way cool! Hopefully, 
pictures to follow…) 
 
The following day many families attended the 
MWR/Army Concert Tour Toby Keith concert as 
special VIP guests of the Installation Command. We 
were treated to a wonderful barbeque buffet before 
the concert, and each family was allowed to have 
two people meet Toby Keith in person.  Hats off to 
Kim Ables, APG Research, Development and 
Engineering Command’s Protocol Officer and the 
entire APG Command group for making this such a 
memorable evening for our families. 
 

 
 
Gold Star Families and guests attend the Toby Keith 

Concert. at Aberdeen Proving Ground. 
 
*********************************************************** 
Please, please, please, I encourage everyone to 
write up a paragraph or two about activities they are 
attending.  Send in a photo if you can.  Be proud of 
what you are contributing to make the world around 
us a better place.   
Your very much novice editor, Cindy Lohman.  �  
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Upcoming Events for Gold Star Families ……………….. 
 
July 17 Ft. Meade Survivor Outreach Services Summer Picnic, 11am to 2 pm 
  POC: Matt Palmer.  RSVP to matt.l.palmer@us.army.mil or 301.677.7314 
 
July 22 Aberdeen Proving Ground US Army 45th Birthday Party, Shore Park Picnic Area,  
  11am-2pm.  Please RSVP. 
  POC: Celestine Beckett at celestine.beckett@us.army.mil or 410-278-2500  
 
July 23 Weekend of Remembrance/Families United Dinner Marriot Wardman Park Hotel 
  Kids Reception at 5:30pm, General Reception at 6:30 pm, Dinner at 7:30 pm 
  Register at http://www.weekendofremembrance.com/register.html 
 
July 24 Weekend of Remembrance/Families United  
  Visit to Arlington National Cemetery 10:30 am 
  Register at http://www.weekendofremembrance.com/register.html 
 
July 24  Weekend of Remembrance/Families United 
  Six Flags America at 12 Noon 
  Register at http://www.weekendofremembrance.com/register.html 
 
August 7 Maryland Gold Star Mothers Meeting at 10 am 
   Ft. Meade, Army Community Services/Family Readiness Center. 
 
September 25-27th Gold Star Mothers Weekend, Washington, DC 
  See the National Gold Star Mothers newsletter or see events online at: 
http://www.goldstarmoms.com/Events/GoldStarMothersSunday/GSMSunday2010/GSMSunday201
0.htm 
  
 


